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About INSEE 

The Indian Society for Ecological Economics (INSEE) was established in New Delhi (India) on 
September 24, 1998. It was registered as a Society under the Societies Act in January 1999. It is 
a regional society affiliated to the International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE). It aims 
to further the cause of sustainable development by providing a forum for continuous dialogue 
among scholars, practitioners and policy analysts working on different aspects of the economy, 
ecology and the environment. It seeks to fulfill a felt need for a body that would catalyse 
interaction between scholars from various disciplines, particularly economics and the ecological 
sciences, and including both natural and social sciences. It strives to promote new thinking and 
better understanding on arrange of issues of national and international interest, such as 
institutions and instruments for natural resources management, energy analysis and policy, 
environment and trade, toxic waste management, environment and development, the valuation 
and accounting of ecosystem functions, climate change and the global commons. INSEE works 
to disseminate the results of research and its policy implications to national and international 
bodies (governmental and non-governmental) through multiple avenues such as conferences, 
workshops, networking and publications. 

 

INSEE Newsletter   

The Indian Society For Ecological Economics (INSEE) brought out Newsletter in September 
2007, which was compiled and edited by Dr. Bijlee Madhukar Deshmukh, Institute of 
Technology Aurangabad, Recent issue is on the INSEE website.  
 

The Fifth Biennial Conference of INSEE 
 
The Fifth Biennial Conference of INSEE was held in Ahmedabad at Gujarat Vidyapeeth in 
collaboration with Gujarat Institute of Development Research, (GIDR), Ahmedabad, from 
January 21 to 23, 2009. The inaugural session began with the welcome address by Prof R. 
Parthasarathy, Director, GIDR followed by Prof Jayanta Banyopadhyay, Chairperson, Scientific 
Committee who talked about the conference and Prof Sudharshan Iyengar gave the presidential 
address. Guest of Honour, Prof, Y.K. Alagh, Chairman, IRMA addressed the gathering. Mr. 
Nitin desai, former under-secretary General, United Nations gave the inaugural address. His 
Excellency Shri Naval Kishore Sharma, Governor of Gujarat addressed the gathering and 
inaugurated the event. 
 
The main theme of the conference was “Environmental Governance.” The conference included 
plenary sessions on important problems and policy issues related to environment and natural 
resources, and lectures and technical sessions on nine sub-themes. In addition, a roundtable on 
“Environmental Challenges in Gujarat” was also held.  
 
 



 
The call for papers elicited an encouraging response as a large number of abstracts were 
submitted for approval. About 70 papers were selected of which 40 were presented at the 
conference. The papers dealt with a range of sub-themes outlined below. 
 
Sub-themes: 
 
• Emerging concepts and applications of interdisciplinary knowledge involving ecology 

and economics 
 
• Regulatory institutions, regulatory failures, pollution control boards, EIA debate, etc. 
 
• Institutions for natural resources management and needs for innovation 
 
• Markets and environmental governance, carbon credits, etc. 
 
• Information, knowledge and IPR regimes for environmental governance 
 
• Gender issues in environmental governance 
 
• Law, judiciary and environmental governance 
 
• Global environmental governance – climate change, WTO, etc. 
 
• Alternate frameworks for environmental governance – Green parties, Green consumerism, etc. 
 
A pre-conference workshop was held on January 20, 2009 between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. The topic 
was Introduction to Theoretical Ecological Economics: Analytical Study of Scale conducted 
by Dr. Deepak Malghan from IIM Bangalore. The tutorial was attended by academic researchers 
from various institutes in the state as well as students from CEPT University and Gujarat 
Vidyapeeth. The tutorial gave insight into the development of a toolbox to study the economy 
that is conceived as an open sub-system of the larger ecosystem that contains and sustains the 
economy. 
 
Technical sessions were conducted from 21-23 January 2009. The first session addressed gender 
issues, Law and Judiciary in Environmental Governance chaired by Dr. Purnamita Dasgupta, 
Associate Professor, IEG, India. The session consisted of six papers addressing various gender 
aspects such as economy of fisherwomen of Ganjam district of Orissa, role of mountain women 
in environmental governance, political assessment of water governance, need for separate 
environment courts and so on. 
 
Parallel sessions were conducted at Vidyapeeth auditorium and tribal studies seminar hall. The 
second sessions consisted of issues and discussions related to Global Environmental Governance 
and alternative frameworks for Environmental Governance such as green parties, green 
consumerism etc. The session was chaired by Dr. Gopal Kadekodi, former Director, ISEC, 
Bangalore. Papers presented consisted of topics ranging from self discipline as a regulatory 



instrument for Environmental Governance and Gandhian Approach to the scope and limitation of 
CDM towards improving the global environment. 
 
The second session addressed the issue of markets and environmental governance and carbon 
credits chaired by Dr. Nilanjan Ghosh, Senior Vice president, MCX Academia of Economic 
Research, Mumbai. Five papers were presented under this theme and addressed issues ranging 
from fish biodiversity and profit maximization, REDD and trading in forestry, irrigation 
development and ground water extraction in Uttar Pradesh and green marketing economy. 
 
The second parallel session addressed information knowledge and IPR regimes for 
Environmental Governance chaired by Dr. Sundararaman, General Secretary, IPCC, Geneva. 
Three research papers were presented addressing issues such as pesticide application in BT 
cotton farms, reassessments of the conflicts between environmental governance and IPRs and 
redefining the role and scope of IPR in the realm of Environmental governance in India. 
 
The third technical session was on Emerging concepts and application of inter-disciplinary 
knowledge involving ecology and economics chaired by Prof Joan Martinez Alier, Former 
president of ISEE. There were five presentations made on a range of topics from sea level rise 
and impacts on Gujarat coast, Urban environment valuation in Mumbai and its suburbs, 
Ecological degradation and tribal livelihood in Purulia, waste water irrigation in peri urban areas 
of Hyderabad and so on. 
 
The third parallel technical session was chaired by Dr. Amita Shah, Gujarat Institute of 
Development research, Ahmedabad. The session addressed issues of rural industrialization 
programme, small scale fisheries, state pollution control boards, urban wetland system and role 
of urban wetland system and so on. There were nine papers presented on these varying themes. 
 
The final session was on Institutions for natural resource management and needs for innovation 
chaired by Dr.R.Parthasarathy, Director, GIDR, Ahmedabad. This session had six speakers 
addressing issues of governance of wetlands, analysis of forest institutions in Orissa, 
compensation and reward for ecosystem services, bio fuels in india and corporate social 
responsibilities in coal mining and so on. 
 
Three panel discussions and a round table were conducted. On the 21st January panel discussion 
on Environmental Governance: Challenges in rapidly growing economies was chaired by 
Prof Jayanta Bandyopadhyay, IIM, Kolkata  and had two panelists Kanchan Chopra, Director, 
Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi and Prof. Gopal Kadekodi, Former Director, ISEC, 
Bangalore. The second panel session on Forests, People and Rights was held on 22nd January 
chaired by Miss Shamima Hussain, IAS, Commissioner, Tribal development department, GoG 
and panelists Dr.Anil Patel, ARCH-Vahini, Mr. C.P Pandey, Director, GEER, Gandhinagar and 
Dr.Sharachchandra Lele, CISED, Bangalore. On 23rd January panel discussion on Economic 
Implications of Climate Change chaired by Prof. Gopal Kadekodi, Former Director, ISEC, 
Bangalore along with panelists Dr. Sundararaman, Former General Secretary, IPCC, Geneva, 
Dr.Navroz Dubhash, JNU, New Delhi, Dr.G.A.Thivakaran, Scientist, GUIDE, Bhuj. This was 
followed by a round table session on Environmental Challenges in Gujarat which was chaired 
by Mr.Sunil Parekh, Advisor, Zydus Cadila, Ahmedabad and panelists Mr. Jay Narayan Vyas, 



Minister of Health and Family welfare, GoG, Mr.Sanat Mehta, Former Finance Minister, GoG, 
Mr. Michael Mazgaonkar, Environmentalist, Prof. Anil Gupta, IIM, Ahmedabad, Mr. Karthikeya 
Sarabhai, CEE, Ahmedabad, Dr. Malay Mahadevia, Adani group of Industries, Gujarat. 
 
On the second day of the conference, Juan Martinez Alier, Former President, ISEE gave a lecture 
on Ecological Economics and global perspectives followed by Ms Supriya Singh and Ms Leah 
Temper from CEE on Civil Society Engagements with Ecological Economics. 
 
All these sessions saw a range of participants from Government departments, NGOs, industries, 
environmental activists and researchers sharing the platform. These sessions gave an insight into 
the various environment and development perspectives. Most of these sessions had fair 
participation by students and researchers from various institutes such as CEPT, IIM, and Gujarat 
Vidyapeeth.  
 

INSEE Website  

The INSEE is providing online registration to interested members, those who want to get INSEE 
family membership.  
 

INSEE Membership  

As on December 31, 2009 INSEE has 284 Life members, 6 Ordinary members, 03 student 
members, and 6 Life Members Corporate Bodies. The total membership thus stands at 299.  

INSEE Website  

The INSEE is providing online registration to interested members, those who want to get INSEE 
family membership.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Executive Committee Members of INSEE  

 
President 
 
Prof. Sudarshan Iyengar 
Vice Chancellor, 
Gujarat VidyaPeeth,  
Ashram Road Ahmedabad-380014 
Gujarat. 
Ph. No. (o) 079-27541392 
              ®  079-65449002 
Fax             079-27542547 
Mobile:09825324842  
vc@gujaratvidyapith.org 
sudarshan54@gmail.com 
 
Vice-President 
 
Dr. Nilanjan ghosh 
Senior Vice President 
Takshashila Academia of Economic Research Limited 
Landmark-B, Ground Floor 
Suren Road, Chakala 
Andheri (East) 
Mumbai-400 093 
Tel:    022-66497017 (Direct) 66497000 Extension: 7017 
Cell: 9769600211, 9930267606 
nilanjan.ghosh@mcxindia.com   
nilanjangh2000@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary 

Prof. R. Parthasarathy  
CEPT University,   
University Road, Navrangpura  
Ahmedabad - 380 009  
Phone: 91-79-26302470, 26302740  
Mob: +91-9974222270  
Fax: 91-79-2630 2075  
Email: r.parthasarathy@yahoo.com 

 

 



Treasurer 

Dr. Kinsuk Mitra 
President,  
Winrock International India  
788, Udyog Vihar,  
Phase V Gurgaon - 122 001 
Ph. No. (o) 0124-4303868 
              (Direct No.) 0124-4303890      
Mobile No.9811043119 
Fax 124-4303862 
kinsuk@winrockindia.org 
 

Joint-Secretaries 

Dr. Purnamita  Dasgupta 
Associate Professor 
Institute of Economic Growth  
Delhi University Enclave   
Delhi - 110 007, India.   
Ph. No. (o) 2766-7288 
Mobile No. 
Fax            27667410  
pdg@iegindia.org 
purnamita@yahoo.com 
 

Dr. Seema Purushothaman 
Fellow (Envtl. Econ), ATREE 
Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment,  
659, 5th A Main Hebbal, Bangalore 
India 560 024. 
Ph No. (o) 080- 353 0069 / 353 3942 
                  080-23638771 / 080-23540639 Ext. 33 
           ®   080-334 2672  
Mobile No. 09448372672 
Fax           080-2353 0070  
seemap@atree.org  
 



Members 

Dr. Bijlee Madhukar Deshmukh 
Assistant Professor 
Civil Engineering Department  
G. S. Mandal’s Marathawada  
Institute of Technology 
Aurangabad-431005. Maharastra 
Ph. No. (o) 0240-2376815 
Mobile       0-9325212934 /0-9423778367 
Fax            02402376154   
bijlee@mitindia.net 
bijlee@rediffmail.com 
bijleed@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Pranab Mukhopadhyay  
Lecturer, 
Department of Economics 
Goa University,  
D-14 LA Marvel Colony, Dona Paula Panaji Goa- 403004 
Ph. No. ® 0832-238332  
Fax           0832-224184 
pm@thegym.net 
 

Dr. Nandan  Nawn 
Lecturer in Economics 
National University of Juridical Sciences 
Dr. Ambedkar Bhawan 
LB 12, Salt Lake, Sector -III 
Kolkata 700 098 
Ph. No. 033-2335-0534/7379/0765, 22352463  
Fax 033- 2335 7422 
nnletter@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Amita Shah 
Gujarat Institute of Development Research Nr. Gota Char Rasta 
Gota, Gujarat High Court (P.O) 
Ahmedabad 380 060 
Ph. No. (o) 02717-242366 / 242367/242368 
Mobile       98242502501 
Fax            02717-242365 
amitagidr@gmail.com 
 
 
 



Dr. (Mrs.) Madhu Verma 
Professor, 
Indian Institute of Forest Management  
Box 357, Nehru Nagar 
Bhopal-462 003, Madhya Pradesh 
Ph. No. (o) 0755-2775716/2773799 Ext. 334 
              ® 0755-2467343  
Mobile      0-930080-3479 
Fax            0755-2772878  
madhuver@hotmail.com  
mverma@iifm.ac.in   
 
Dr. Gopal K. Kadekodi 
Centre for Multi-DIsciplinary Development Research  
Dr. B R Ambedkar Nagar 
Dharwad-580004, Karnataka 
Mobile  09845147633 
gkkadekodi@gmail.com            
       
 
Dr. Sharachchandra Lele 
Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Environment & Development 
(An Autonomous Centre promoted by the Institute for Social and Economic Change  
for Bridging the Social and Natural Sciences) 
ISEC, Nagarabhavi 
Bangalore 560 072 
Ph. No. 080-2321-7013 x23/ 2321-5468 x413 
Fax       080-2321-7008 
slele@atree.org 
 
 
 
 
 




